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Welcome to the April issue of our monthly newsletter. The Queen’s platinum jubilee 
is in June, do you have any memories of the coronation or coronation tour you’d 
like to share and I’ll do a coronation feature for the June edition.

Susan

Old Cullercoats, Spate Gatherers 19th. Century © Shipley Art Gallery

Henry Perlee Parker (1785-1873)
The Devon born artist lived in the north east during the 1830’s and 40’s, a prolific and 

successful artist many of his local pictures featured coastal scenes and local people. This 
picture features fish wives taking the catch from the cobles and storing it in tidal pools to 

keep fresh while they gather the rest of the catch from the creels.



AMY CECELIA FLAGG 1893-1965 – HISTORIAN AND PHOTOGRAPHER

Amy, born in South Shields was the only child of 
Ambrose Thomas Flagg (1851-1936) and Annie 
Broughton (1858-1942). Her father, the son of a 
fruiterer, was born in Woolwich, London and went on to 
study at the University of London and Cambridge, 
graduating in 1876 before he became a schoolmaster. 
Following a move north to become Headmaster of the 
Marine School, South Shields he married Annie, the 
daughter of Land Agent, John Broughton and Annie 
Cassels and they continued to live in Annie’s substantial 
twenty room family home at Chapel House, Westoe with 
three servants to take care of them.

Amy was educated at Leatherhead Court, Leatherhead 
which opened in 1904 as a ’high class school for young 
ladies’ former pupils included the actress Fay Compton 
and an American actress and designer Winifred 
Shaughnessy, also known as Natasha Rambova, who 
married Rudolph Valentino. The building was the former 

home of Frederick C. Bryant the son of the founder of Bryant & May matches and in 1933 
became a training college for the disabled.

After schooling Amy returned home where she 
continued to live for the rest of her life. She never 
took up any formal employment but was a keen 
volunteer at Ingham Hospital and at the library. A 
romance with the son of a neighbour ended tragically 
when the soldier was killed during WWI. She joined 
the South Shields Photographic Society and began 
recording the changing landscape of the town with 
her Box Brownie camera. She captured the 
devastation caused by bombing during WWII, 
including damage to her own home in 1941, 
becoming the town’s official war photographer and 
processing all her photographs at home in her own 
dark room. After receiving permission from the 
Ministry of Information and the Chief Press Censor 
she produced a series of booklets of air raid damage 
and as much information as possible on the areas hit 
by the bombs.                                                                                         Amy and her parents



She was a keen historian, having lived through two world wars and observing the changing 
landscape of her home town she began researching and recording the history of the town,  
tireless in her research she produced a book  ‘ The History of Shipbuilding in South Shields 
1746-1946’.

Known for her quiet nature and a familiar figure in her trench coat and hat, in 1962 Amy 
gave her home Chapel House, to South Shields Corporation to enable expansion of the 
Marine College and following her death on 22 February 1965 she left a substantial legacy to 
Ingham Hospital. Her body was cremated and her ashes 
buried in the family grave at Horton Cemetery. Her 
papers, research and photographs were donated to South 
Shields Library.

At the end of Anya Seton's 1962 novel Devil 
Water (featuring James, the Earl of Derwentwater and his 
involvement with the Jacobite rising of 1715) she thanks 
Amy for her help: "My greatest debt of all is to Miss Amy 
C. Flagg of Westoe, South Shields, Durham, in England. 
She is my dear friend and kinswoman: she is above all an 
indefatigable sleuth. For her researchers through the 
years, for the masses of specialised material which she has patiently copied for me, for her 
constant encouragement when I've been with her, and by letter when I haven't - for all this 
my fervent gratitude is but sparse return".

A watercolour painting of Amy painted by Albert E. Black in 1955, showing her in a long 
brown coat and carrying a basket of flowers and an easel  is in the collection of Tyne and 
Wear Museums. 

A Blue Plaque is due to be installed at Chapel House to commemorate Amy’s life long love 
and service to her home town of South Shields.

Ref: Ancestry.co.uk, South Shields Museum, South Shields Library, South Tyneside Council, 
Shields Gazette, Tyne & Wear Museums.

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

LIFE SAVING APPARATUS –

Mr. Robert Bell of South 
Shields, a member of South 
Shields volunteer Life 
Brigade, who recently 

invented an improved double sheaved block with side rollers attached, to be used in 
conjunction with the brigade apparatus, and which was successfully tried at Tynemouth, 
Cullercoats and South Shields, has been awarded £20.00 by the Board of Trade for his 
invention.

NEWCASTLE COURANT 3 June 1870
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PRESTON RACES

The Editor writes :

I had a visit from Mr. Thomas Craig of 
Preston re my notes on the Preston 
Races and he informs me his aunt, a 
lady of over eighty years of age was 
born in the village and still resides 
there; and she has expressed a desire 
to see me and tell me of “ the good old 
days “. I have been too busy with one 
thing and another 
( no, not business, alas ! Alphonse ) to 
avail myself of the invitation but I mean 
to one of these days and I am quite 
looking forward to a chat with Miss 
Craig. Meanwhile I gather that the 
races took place in the village proper, 
between the end of Argyle Terrace and 
“Charlie Foot’s”. The cuddies were not 
thoroughbred race-horses, but donkeys 
and there used to be great sport. I can 
quite imagine it. The ancient glory of 
the village has departed.
↑ Shields Hustler No.56 p5 
Midsummer 1922

← Shields Hustler No.29 p5. 
Whitsun 1912

---------------OOOOOOOOOOO---------------

PRESTON MINERS RACE

A walking race for miners over fifty years of age was organised by the Preston Colliery 
Miners’ Lodge. There were ten competitors, their ages ranging from 50 to 56 and they 
walked 4.5 miles starting and finishing at the Miners Institute, North Shields. The results 
were as follows : 1. William Hunt 50, 2. William Young 50, 3. Thomas Cook 53, 4. Thomas 
Philipson 53, 5. George Chipp 51. The winner’s time was 45 minutes.

Shields Daily News 6 April 1912



Backworth Hall

Previously known as Backworth House the hall was built as a elegant country house 
by William Grey a wealthy land owner and gentleman .The hall took two years to 
build from 1778 -1780 using locally quarried sandstone .
Mr Grey and his son had longed to build a modern house to replace the old 
Backworth Hall (1675), small and inconvenient it stood North of the present hall 
where the infants school is today (now empty).The Grey family originally came from 

Newcastle and they had to 
buy out several local yeoman 
farmers to put together a 
considerable estate covering 
Backworth , Shiremoor,
Earsdon , Monkseaton, 
Holywell and Long Benton.
Coalmining at the time was 
not the main source of 
wealth, agriculture still ruled 
and the Greys prospered.
One of their number became 
High Sheriff of 
Northumberland and the 
family was aristocratic 

enough to have its own coat of arms described by the Royal College of Heralds as a 
Barry of six Argent and Azure on a bent Gules and three Bezants. A leading Northern 
architect of the time William Newton (1730-1798) was commissioned to design the 
new hall .An architect influenced by Wren whose work in Newcastle can still be seen 
today .He was the son of a Newcastle shipwright had learned his trade in London 
before returning to the North to design the castellated house of Castle Eden in 1760 
in 1762 -3. He renovated Simonburn church and in Newcastle he designed St Anne’s 
chapel an elegant church in City Road. He then moved into speculative building 
designing Charlotte Square, the North’s first Georgian Square on the London model, 
but the most striking building is the Old Assembly Rooms in Westgate Road (1774-
1776).  After such a lot of success he was in great demand ,Ralph Grey obtained his 
services to build his hall for a fee of £100 .The final agreed fee was £2706 The wings 
comprising of coach house ,stables and servants quarters was an extra £899 .The 
original estimates and correspondence survive in the County Records Offices Melton 
Park, Newcastle .The welfare committee resolved to carry out repairs mindful of 
their responsibilities to the miners and their dependents .Work was carried out over 
the next two years with the Welfare carrying out the business from nearby Albany 
House Shiremoor Alterations and repairs plus re-equipment cost £68,000.

Today the pits have gone and there are not many miners as members but the 
Welfare still presides over a successful blend of golfers, cricketers, archers and 
people playing quoits or just plain members of Backworth Welfare
All have reason to be grateful to Ralph Hedley Grey, gentleman (1746-1812) whose 
hall this once was.

Bill Nicholson



FAME

On the night of Saturday, 20 October 1894 a tremendous storm raged with huge breakers 
rolling over the bar and crashing against the piers, a huge swell surged up the river. On the 
south side three heavy wagons were washed into the sea and the mammoth crane which 
stood at the pier end, after heavy battering, crashed into the sea.

The Tynemouth Volunteer Life Brigade were keeping watch and just after 10pm they saw 
that a vessel while trying to enter the Tyne was blown between the north pier and the castle 
rocks, where she grounded. The TVLB fired their rockets but it was the third rocket which 
finally found its mark and struck home. Soon the breeches buoy was at work to rescue all six 
crew.

The 193T brigantine ‘Fame’ was 
owned jointly by her master Robert 
McClanaghan and his father, both of 
Dundalk. She was on a voyage from 
Llanelly to West Hartlepool with a 
cargo of burnt ore. The gale had 
sprung up when they were off 
Flamborough Head and when they 
reached Hartlepool it was deemed too 
unsafe to enter so the Master decided 
to try for the Tyne. She was struck on 
the port side by two heavy successive 
seas, lost some of her sails and could 

not recover. The official report from the TVLB gave the weather as Wind ENE, strong gale, 
squally, rain and hail. The Master was the last to leave the ship and the men would not leave 
the pier until they saw that the Master was brought safely ashore. The men were all taken 
to the sailor’s home at North Shields and supplied with clothing before they were later 
despatched home.

The wreck attracted huge 
crowds and on Tuesday 23 
October a man was charged 
with stealing a quantity of 
copper from the wreck and 
sentenced to three months 
gaol.

Ref: Shields Daily Gazette

North Shields Library



English Parish Registers

How grateful we are for parish registers, those aged 
parchments and ledgers where we trace our ancestors’ 
passage through life. We have the formidable Tudor 
statesman Thomas Cromwell (c1485 to 1540) to thank 
for the establishment of parish record-keeping so early 
in our history.
Cromwell’s own family history was startling; he rose to 
high office from inauspicious origins. His father Walter
Cromwell, a clothier and blacksmith of Putney, was a 
heavy drinker who owned his own brewery and inn. 
Walter was frequently summoned to the manorial court 
for misdemeanours and he was eventually evicted from 
his property after being convicted of fraudulently 
altering tenancy documents.

By the 1530s, self-educated, well-travelled and full of religious zeal, his son Thomas 
Cromwell had established himself first as right hand man to Cardinal Wolsey and then 
to King Henry VIII himself. The story of his extraordinary career has enjoyed a recent revival 
through the award-winning novels by Hilary Mantel, Wolf Hall, Bring up the Bodies and The
Mirror and the Light.

In 1535, having engineered the King’s position as supreme head of the English church, of 
which he was now Vicar-General, Cromwell turned upon the church his unique combination 
of religious and administrative zeal. The Valor Ecclesiasticus, a national census of church 
lands and wealth was completed within a year; a bureaucratic masterpiece. At the same 
time he was determined that every parish church in the land should have a copy of the Bible 
in English, and this was for the good of the soul, not the royal powerhouse or coffers. 
Indeed, Cromwell contributed handsomely from his own purse towards the publication 
of Coverdale’s English Bible.
Those on the receiving end of Cromwell’s enthusiasm found it difficult to separate the 
religious from the bureaucratic. When his order went out, in September 1538, that every 
parish priest should keep a weekly record of ‘hatches, matches and dispatches’, many 
parishes ignored it, risking the fine of 3s 4d; they suspected that this amassing of personal 
data was the prelude for some new tax.

The original order, which was to create for England an unprecedented wealth of information 
about families from the humblest to the highest, was to:
‘Keep one book or register, wherein ye shall write the day and year of every wedding,
christening, and burying, made within your parish for your time.’
The book was to be kept secure in the parish chest with keys held by the incumbent and the 
churchwardens.



Such was the lack of clerical enthusiasm that a second decree had to be passed in 1547, this 
time adding the stipulation that the fine should benefit the poor, for Cromwell was also 
concerned with social reform, and his Poor Relief legislation of 1536 was the first attempt of 
the state to address poverty on a parochial basis.
On 18 April 1540 Cromwell, who had already been elevated to the peerage, was created Earl 
of Essex; but his fortunes were already on the wain. His reforming zeal had far overtaken 
that of his King; his involvement in the fiasco of Henry’s marriage to Anne of Cleves had lost 
him the monarch’s trust; and in Tudor politics there were few exits from such high public 
office that were not bloody and brutal. On 28 July 1540 the newly created Earl walked to 
the scaffold, charged with heresy and treason. He left his King and country many legacies; 
but for the genealogist, those yellowing register books in the parish chest were among the 
most precious.
Source: Susan Morris, Debrett Ancestry Research. Portrait of Thomas Cromwell by Holbein

ADVERTISEMENT

Newcastle City Guides are starting their programme of Heritage walks in May. 
some of local interest are :

Sunday 8 May           2.30pm      Homer, Simpson & Cullercoats Baywatch
Sunday 29 May         2.30pm      Earsdon Walkabout 
Wednesday 15 June  2.30pm      Whitley Bay Wander
Sunday 26 June         2.30pm      Always Ready (South Shields)
Wednesday 29 June  7.00pm      Wallsend Walkabout
Wednesday 13 July 2.30pm      Seaton Sluice, Industrial Port & Social History

Full description, meeting places and charges for all walks on the City Guides website

ALL TICKETS MUST BE PRE-BOOKED ONLINE IN ADVANCE.  go to :

Newcastle City Guides Heritage Walks / NewcastleGateshead

And finally, a fishy tale………….
On Thursday morning, a curious circumstance occurred in the Tyne at North Shields. A 
person in the employ of Messrs. Cornfoot, Carr, and Co., North Shields, while busy with his 
daily occupation on the Low-lights shore, observed an unusual ripple in the water, when, to 
his astonishment, he observed a large cod fish, about three feet long, which having 

attempted to swallow a sole about fifteen inches long, and not being 
able either to swallow or eject it, had, in its agony, made towards 
the shore, and was  the occasion of it being taken.
Newcastle Courant 3 October 1835

https://newcastlegateshead.com/newcastle-city-guides/heritage-walks



